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But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared.  

2
 They found the stone rolled away from 

the tomb,  
3
 but when they went in, they did not find 

the body.  
4
 While they were perplexed about this, 

suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them.  

5
 The women were terrified and bowed their 

faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has risen.”(Luke 24:1-5, NRSV) 

  

“Why do you look for the living among the 
dead? He is not here, but has risen.” These 
words from the men in dazzling white to the 
women at Jesus’ empty tomb are perhaps 
the final proclamation from the Gospel of 
Luke of God’s power to turn the world upside 
down and inside out in and through Jesus . 
From baby in a manger to risen-from-the-
dead savior of the entire world, throughout 
Luke’s gospel God’s been, quite frankly, 
wreaking havoc among the ordered process-
es of the day. 

 
 

So the question for us in 2016 is this: do we continue to look for God among the dead? In other 
words, do we believe that God’s work in the world has come to an end? With all the bad news that 
continues to bombard the airwaves, it often seems as though death (literally and figuratively) has 
once again shrouded God’s promised resurrection hope and once again holds us captive.  The 
good news is that just when we think there is no hope, God’s havoc-wreaking, life-giving presence 
bursts through the darkness and bathes us in the light of resurrection hope once again. 

 

It’s God’s havoc-wreaking work in the world that we celebrate not only on Easter Sunday but 
throughout the entire season of Easter. It’s a radical, life-giving and transformational celebration to 
be sure. For as surely as God raised Jesus from the dead, God too will raise us up from that which 
holds us captive and separates us from experiencing the gift of God’s never-ending love in our dai-
ly lives. 

  

See you on Sunday! 

 

Pastor Mike 
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One Congregation Celebrating! … 

…where we have been and where we are headed in the future! 

 

I have heard it said that when you have more than one worship service, you essentially have more than 
one congregation.  I would guess that most of us have had the experience of introducing ourselves with “Hi, 
we never met because I usually attend the other service.”  On April 24th I hope you will get to see who shares 
your seat from the other service.  In other words, meet or renew friendships with different members of the 
congregation.   

 
This upcoming single-worship service and associated festivities will mark several milestones that we are 

celebrating as a congregation: 
Rededication of the Worship Space on the 20th anniversary of the original dedication 
Recognition of Glenn Ludwig as Pastor Emeritus (see Pastor Mike’s article to learn more about what 

this means) 
Renewed commitment to deepen our effort to be “Welcoming, Growing and Sharing in God’s Grace”  

 
We will be celebrating the 5th Sunday of Easter. The Gospel Reading is John 13:35 “Alleluia! Everyone will 
know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another. Alleluia!”  What an appropriate day to be 
worshipping together as a congregation with a single voice!  For those who might want to make a monetary 
donation in honor of this day, there will be a special collection that will be split equally to support the Glenn 
and Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship and Gettysburg Seminary. 

 
Following worship, we will have a time for fellowship, coffee and sweets.  Glenn and other special guests 
who were instrumental in the construction of the building will be there.  We are also preparing a slide show 
and information about the construction of the 1995 portion of the church.  Some of us who are civil engi-
neers will always be nerds at heart and can’t help but call this amazing!   
 
We will reassemble in the Worship Space for the program.  We will sing, reflect and, of course, pray.  We will 
give thanks!  You might be surprised to learn about the religious symbolism of the room itself.  As a congre-
gation, we are grateful for the legacy and gifts upon which the congregation is built; the obstacles we have 
overcome to continue to be a thriving congregation; and, the opportunity to live out the Easter promise in 
new ways in the future. 
 
Please make an effort to be a bit flexible in your schedule that day so your entire family can attend.  For 
those with young children, there will be a children’s story time during worship (what we normally do during 
the 10:30 service).   
 
Together, we will “Welcome, Grow and Share in God’s Grace”. Christ is Risen!  Alleluia! 
 
Prayerfully Yours, 
Cathy Rice 

FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Cathy Rice, council@firstlutheranec.org 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS FOR MARCH 2016 
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Applications for the Reverend Herbert M. Payne Scholarship for high school  
seniors are now available in the church office.  Applications are due by April 17.  
Please contact Lauren Gray if you have any questions, lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on March 16th.  In addition to hearing reports from 
various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 

 

 A nominating committee was formed for the 2016 Council member elections. Paul Miller, Debbie Newell 
and Bill Harkins will serve on that committee. 

 ABC committee is recommending no alcohol at Fellowship events (Oktoberfest, church picnic, crab feast, 
etc.). The committee is working on a motion to revise the current building use policy that would allow al-
cohol for private requests (concerts, wedding/funeral receptions and anniversary toasts that includes 
compliance with a procedure addressing insurance coverage, obtaining liquor license, etc.). Information 
will be provided to the congregation in the May Messenger, with potential approval being made at the 
June Council meeting. 

 The formation of a communications task force was approved 

 A Social Ministry project to collect food store gift cards from members was approved.  The gift cards will 
address a shortfall in the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, and be used by the Pastors to address emergency 
requests. 

 The Council approved revisions to the Employee Personnel Handbook. 

 The Council approved a request from the Property Committee for funds, not to exceed $5,000, for floor 
cleaning in the sanctuary, and carpet cleaning in the Narthex. 

 A “Noisy” offering was approved for collection prior to the 2016 Annual Synod Assembly.  The collection 
will be combined with other congregation’s noisy offerings, presented at the Annual Synod Assembly, and 
forwarded to the ELCA World Hunger program. 

 A special offering to be collected at the April 24 worship service celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
worship center, the granting of pastor emeritus to Reverend Glenn Ludwig, and God’s future for FELC.  
The offering will be split equally between the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg and The Rev. 
Glenn and Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund. 



UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN 
 
First a Thank You!   
Thank you for your generous offerings towards our quarterly Always Being Made New Campaign. 
For the first quarter of 2016 offerings totaling $1,605. Were given in support of the Global Mission 
Ministry of the ELCA. When combined with our offering to the Pangani Mission, our total offerings 
for this campaign emphasis was $9,605. 

 
Second Quarter – Supporting New and Renewing Congregations  
Our campaign emphasis for April – June 2016 is supporting new and renewing congregations.  While we often only 
hear about the decline of congregations across the USA, God is up to bringing about renewal in congregations and  
calling into being brand new congregations across our synod and the country.  First has been a part of God’s work in 
congregational renewal as we support the ministry of Breath of God Lutheran Church in Highlandtown (which is being 
served by the Rev. Mark Parker). This year we’ve already committed to providing direct financial support to Breath of 
God (from our Christmas Basket Ministry) and to assisting them in establishing a preschool in that neighborhood 
(through our preschool’s Scholastic Book Fair event). 
 
Our goal for the quarter is collecting an additional $1,000 to support God’s work in new and renewing congregations 
and in expanding ministry to differently-abled disciples in congregations. Surely we can not only meet this goal but far 
surpass it! 
 
You can make your offering either through your regular offering envelope (simply indicate your offering on your normal 
envelope), using the special Always Being Made New envelope included in the quarterly envelope packets or through 
the special Always Being Made New envelopes located in the pew racks. 
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“What is Pastor Emeritus? Why are we honoring our former pastor, The Rev. Glenn Ludwig, in this way? How does this 
change the pastoral staff at First?” 
 
When pastors are called to serve within a congregation, their call represents a covenantal relationship of serving to-
gether, following the example of Jesus, both within the congregation and across God’s church. It is a sacred relation-
ship founded in the love of God in Jesus Christ for the sake of the world. All pastors serve in a call that has a defined 
beginning and a defined ending. For Rev. Ludwig, the beginning was 1985 and the ending was 2008 when Rev. Ludwig 
retired. 
 
Many times, especially at the end of a long-term pastoral call, congregations will honor the ministry of a pastor by 
naming the retiring pastor, pastor emeritus. First Lutheran previously honored The Reverend Herbert M. Payne, Sr. as 
pastor emeritus at his retirement. The pastor emeritus recognition is a way of publically recognizing the contributions, 
both within the congregation and throughout God’s world, undertaken by a pastor and a way of saying “thank you for 
your leadership and service among us.” 
 
In recognition of Rev. Ludwig’s service to First, The Delaware-Maryland Synod, the Baltimore West Conference, and 
since retirement, congregations in Delaware and Camp Hill, PA and the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 
our congregation council at its October 2015 meeting conferred pastor emeritus to The Rev. Glenn Ludwig.  Our public 
celebration of this event in our history is scheduled for April 24, 2016 in conjunction with the 20th anniversary celebra-
tion and re-dedication of our worship center. 
 
The naming of Rev. Ludwig does not change the pastoral staff called to serve at First. Pastor Mike and Pastor Gigie con-
tinue in their respective calls and serve as our called pastoral staff at First. 

Did You Know?? 



PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT  
GGrant@firstlutheranec.org 
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Pocket Prayer Shawls 
 

After 10 years of providing prayer shawls and lap robes to hundreds of people seeking  God’s 
comfort at a time of need, our Prayer Shawl Ministers are proud to present their new crea-
tion - Pocket Prayer Shawls!  These prayer shawls are about 3x5” – small enough to be carried 
in a pocket, placed directly on a sick person or held while praying. The original pocket prayer 
shawls were created to be given to the homebound, people in hospitals, and active troops on 
deployment (to be worn in their helmets). 

 
When our Prayer Shawl Ministers heard of the idea, they immediately went to work. Each pocket prayer 
shawl takes approximately one hour to make. It is a wonderful, tangible sign of God’s love and it is so easy 
to carry around. Need a pocket prayer shawl or interested in making one? Contact Pastor Gigie or a Prayer 
Shawl Minister.  You may also pick up one during worship service from a Prayers-for-Healing Minister. 

Bringing Communion to the Homebound 
 
Within the last month, 19 church members received training and were commissioned as Eucharistic Minis-
ters. It brought attention to a 15-year old caring ministry that began as a field study for Jim McDonald, a 
First Lutheran member who was studying at St. Mary Ecumenical Institute of Theology. Jim’s goal, to fulfill 
a requirement for the program, was to establish an on-going lay Eucharistic Ministry program at First Lu-
theran. He approached Pastor Glenn Ludwig with the proposal, received approval, and he conducted the 
first training in March 2001. Since the commissioning of the first Lay Eucharistic Ministers, we have been 
blessed to have this opportunity to extend the Sacrament of Holy Communion to the homebound on the 
first Sunday of the month when the congregation communed. In 2009, when our congregation began to 
commune at every Sunday worship, our Lay Eucharistic Ministers had more flexibility in the times for offer-
ing communion to the homebound. We also dropped the word “Lay” from the name to affirm that all peo-
ple of First Lutheran are Ministers even as there are two pastors called to serve among them.  
 
To date, over 50 people have been trained and commissioned as Eucharistic Ministers. Some of them are 
Stephen Ministers who may offer communion to care receivers who are homebound or hospitalized. They 
bring the message that at the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us 
to be witnesses to the Gospel.  If you or someone you know needs a Eucharistic Minister, please contact 
either Pr. Mike or Pastor Gigie.  
 
We give thanks for all our Eucharistic Ministers and we warmly welcome those who are newly commis-
sioned:  John Boblitz, Mimi Boblitz, Bonnie Danker, Jan Marshall, Ken Danker, Colleen Fowler, Beth Fowler, 
Terry Kay, Linda Kay, Cheryl Mason, Mary Ann Mattheiss, Jan Murphy, Michele Psoras, Bonnie Reeder, 
Andre Robinson. Malia Schlichting, Marty Schlichting, Shannon Spicer, and Nancy Wiles. 



PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT  
GGrant@firstlutheranec.org 
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First Lutheran Stephen Ministry 
Hosts the 4th  

End of Life Planning Workshop 
 

Saturday, April 16, 2016 
9 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Center 

Speakers: 
 Terry B. Glendening, CFP®, FIC, FICF  
  Long-Term Care Insurance and Estate Planning 
 Sally Seen, Parish Nurse  

Living Will & Advance Directives 
 Sherry Collins-Witzke, Certified Funeral Service Practitioner  

 Pre-planning Process of the Funeral Arrangements 
Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant, Pastor, First Lutheran 
 Pre-planning the Funeral/Memorial Service  
 

Seating is limited, so please register early.   
To register, please e-mail Pastor Gigie at ggrant@firstlutheranec.org or call 410-465-2977. 

 

Recovering from Losses in Life: 

A Grief Support Class 

Tuesdays in May, 7 pm 

in the Library 
 

“There is a light in the world, a healing spirit, more powerful than any darkness we may encounter.  We 
sometimes lose sight of this force, when there is so much suffering, too much pain.  Then suddenly, the 
Spirit will emerge through the lives of ordinary people who care and answer in extraordinary ways.”  
            Mother Theresa 

 

Losses come in different forms – the death of a loved one, divorce, leaving home, changing jobs, broken 
friendships, or life transitions.  Grief is a normal response to loss. This class offers insights and tools to un-
derstand and cope with grief and loss. It gives its participants permission to grieve in a supportive, healing 
environment as they open up to opportunities for change, growth and new insight.  

 

To register, please contact Pastor Gigie at ggrant@firstlutheranec.org. or call 410-465-2977. 

mailto:ggrant@firstlutheranec.org


 
March was a most musical month at FELC, including Wednesday Evening Prayer services, Holy Week and Sun-
day services throughout Lent, and of course Easter Sunday itself. Thanks to all choir singers, ringers, and in-
strumentalists who help lead worship week after week.  
 
We were also blessed to host several concerts for the congregation and community. Bach in Baltimore’s 
presentation of Bach’s “St. Matthew Passion” on March 5th and 6th,” Archbishop Curley High School Choir 
singing at Evening Prayer on March 9th, and Columbia Pro Cantare’s concert on March 13th brought hundreds 
of folks to our house of worship. Our wonderful worship space is ideal for Lutheran worship, of course, but 
because of its spaciousness, flexible layout, fine organ and piano, live acoustics, and aesthetic beauty, it is a 
very desirable place for numerous groups to present concerts. We are much in demand! It is yet one more 
way we can be good neighbors to the community, welcome the stranger, and provide us with more opportu-
nities to proclaim a gracious God.    
 
Speaking of our marvelous worship space, elsewhere in this newsletter find information about the special 
events planned for Sunday, April 24, when we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the building, remember with 
gratitude all that has taken place within these walls in the past twenty years, and rededicate ourselves to the 
future. The music will be festive, and among the music leaders will be Jonathan Setzer, who was Director of 
Music at First Lutheran when the worship space was dedicated. Extra singers/ringers are invited to join our 
choirs for that special day, but they need to be attending rehearsals regularly the whole month of April.  
Join us! 
  
Our choir rehearsals continue:  
 Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary 
 Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the education building 
 Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room 
 
Keep singing!  Wayne 

Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 
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Semi-Annual Frederick Road Cleanup. 

Our semi-annual clean-up of the three miles of Frederick Road for which we are 

responsible is scheduled for Saturday 07 May 2016 from 9-11 am.  Volunteers are 

needed.  Great project for high school community service credit in addition to just 

being a good thing to do.  Please sign up on the Ministry Opportunities bulletin 

board near the restrooms, adjacent to the narthex.  Howard County requires youth younger than 18 who 

participate to have a Parental Permission signature.  Any questions, please call Rich Funke at 410-992-

8015 (e-mail:  rhfunke@aol.com).  

mailto:rhfunke@aol.com


CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 
Apr. 5th- Children’s Ministry meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor 
Apr. 10rd- FLAMES meeting from 6:30-7:30pm in the Social Hall   
Apr. 24th- Rededication of Worship Center- service @ 9:15am, reception @ 10:30am, Celebration Program @ 11am  

 

MIDDLE and HIGH SCHOOL NEWS  
Apr. 1-3- Transformers Synod Retreat for Middle School Youth  
Apr. 17th- Youth Group for Middle & High School Youth from 6-8pm  
Apr. 18th- Youth Committee Meeting @ 7pm in Parlor  
Apr. 24th- Rededication of Worship Center- service @ 9:15am, reception @ 10:30am, Celebration Program @ 11am  
April 29-30th- 30 Hour Famine event open to all youth! Event at Trinity Lutheran Church in Westminster, MD. Starts 

at 6pm Friday and ends at 7pm Saturday. Contact Lauren Gray for more info.  
 

TRANSFORMERS- SYNOD RETREAT FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH  
Transformers is a middle school youth leadership retreat that contains a weekend of faith exploration and leadership 
development. This retreat allows us to send as many as 4 youth to Mar-Lu-Ridge and bring them together to see where 
God is in their lives. The retreat is April 1-3 at Mar-Lu-Ridge in Jefferson, MD. If you would like to attend this event, 
please contact Lauren Gray.  
 
 

Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 
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CONFIRMATION RETREAT- PICTURES  

 
FLAMES- DID YOU KNOW?!  

For those of you that might ask yourselves, “what is Flames?,” 

we want to give you an idea of who we are and what we do!  

FLAMES is a children’s group that is open to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

graders in our congregation. We meet on the first Sunday of eve-

ry month for an hour and participate in fun activities and games. 

We also do service projects together and create lots of items for 

people in need. We also have an “end of the year” event where 

we play Jello Wars and other fun games! If you’re interested in 

joining us, we’ll see you in the Social Hall from 6:30-7:30pm for 

our April meeting! Bring your friends!!  

Making Christmas 

Shoeboxes for needy 

children  

Our January FLAMES 

meeting- Ice Experi-

ments!  



June 6-10 

Under the Sea—Discover ocean 

life, both real and pretend. We 

will read books about the sea, 

learn about all kinds of fish, 

make sea crafts, and (if weather 

permits) water play outside on 

our playground! 

 

June 13-17 

Indoor Camp-out—Each day friends 

will pretend to go camping in the 

safety of our preschool classrooms. 

Play inside real tents, make s’mores, 

sing camp songs, make crafts, and go 

for a hike in the woods on our campus. 

 

July 11-15 

Preschool Olympics— 

Come to our preschool 

Olympics!  This week is full 

of physical activities for 

children who like to jump, dance, run, stretch, and 

play.  We will make our own medals for our closing 

ceremony on Friday. 

 

July 18-22 

Super Heroes—We’ll pretend to be 

super heroes, and we’ll meet some real 

super heroes like fire fighters and 

emergency medical technicians.  This 

camp offers lots of time for dramatic 

play and making our own costumes. 

Ages 3-5 years! 

Monday-Friday  

9:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Price: $78 per week 

 

Please complete the camp 

application and return it  

with your payment to the 

Preschool Office.   

 

Sign up today! 

 

410-465-5977 

3604 Chatham Road 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Summer Camp 

Refunds will only be provided if First Lutheran Preschool cancels a camp due to low enrollment. 



 

There is still time to register. 
Registrations need to be in by April 4, 2016. 

 

Annual Women’s Retreat 
 

April 9, 2016 
Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City 

 
Rev. Elizabeth Platz, will be our retreat leader. 

Pastor Platz is the first woman ordained as a Lutheran Pastor in North America.  
She will share her story with us and lead us in sharing 

 
My Story – Opening Closed Doors with Faith 

 
Registration forms are available at the Information Center or from the office 

 
All women of First Lutheran are welcome to all events. 

For more information contact Sue Davis at  
410-418-4535: eshdavis@verizon.net or any circle member. 

 
 

Spring Gathering 
 

At our March Spring Gathering we had a speaker from the Salvation Army. She shared with us how the Christian 
Women’s Thrift Store was transferred to the Salvation Army. The services offered in the past will remain while  
bringing new services that the Salvation Army can offer.  
 
We also assembled 24 school kits for Lutheran World Relief.  They will be delivered to the distribution center in 
 New Windsor this month. We are going to put tracking forms with the kits so we can see where they are distributed. 
 
 
 
 
The Martha Circle will be meeting on April 12 at 10 a.m. in the Parlor.  Helen Tyler will be bringing to us infor-
mation on "I am the American Flag." You will not want to miss this excellent program. All FLC members and friends 
are very welcome to join this fine group of ladies.  For further information call Eleanor Grieb 443-304-2772 or  
Kena Turney 410-740-4970.  Looking forward to meeting you and to welcome you to our fellowship.  See you soon. 
 
Dorcas Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 19 at 10 a.m.. This will be our “salad” meeting. Also we will be assembling 
personal care (health) kits. For more information, contact Betty Karabanoff at 410-465-6512 
 
The Rebecca Circle will meet on Thursday, April 21 at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth Room.  We welcome all ladies of First 
to join us for a time of fellowship, devotions and service.  For information call Sandy Funke 410-992-8015 or Nancy 
Galloway 410-465-2790. 
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN 

mailto:eshdavis@verizon.net


There is something new on the church calendar. 
 

What is Route 1 Day Center Support? 
 
The DRC/Day Resource Center (www.daycenter.org ) is one of several shelter services provided by the Grassroots 
Crises Intervention Center out of Columbia, MD (410-532-6006). In partnership with the faith community, it pro-
vides meals, showers, limited laundry, fellowship and social services to homeless individuals in the Howard County 
Route 1 corridor. It is located at 8826 Washington Blvd. Jessup, MD 20794 (301-776-9900) and is open 3 days a week 
(Mondays 2-6, Wednesdays 3-7 and Saturdays 10-2). 
 
Two meals, each one serving 30-35 people, are provided each day, sometimes by one church group, sometimes by 
two. An opening has come up on their meal schedule and we/FELC have been asked to provide a meal or meals on 
the 3rd Monday of each month. After several trial runs and discussions with another church, the current arrange-
ment is to provide both meals on the 3rd Monday of the month on alternate months with another church. Our first 
month under the new arrangement was in February but it was canceled due to bad weather. Our next month to pro-
vide two meals on the 3rd Monday will be in April. 
 
The Men’s Bible Study Group is willing to transport and serve the meal and so far our experience has been very re-
warding as the DRC clients are very grateful to have a hot, home-cooked meal. So we are looking for individuals or 
group to help prepare meals.  
 
If interested in preparing for or serving a meal at DRC, please call or email me. 
 
Please help in feeding the poor - thank you. 
 
Bill Harkins 
DRC Volunteer & Council VP 
410-781-4658 
wmharkins@comcast.net 
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Join us in the  
Footsteps of Martin Luther  
and the Reformation Tour  

 

with Pastor Mike and his wife Nancy from August 8 - 17, 
2016 when we visit Wittenberg, Erfurt, Wartburg Castle and 
more...the trip of a lifetime!  
 

Pamphlets are available at the Information Center located at 
the main entrance or in the church office. 
 

Join us for an informational meeting on Wednesday, April 13 
at 1pm or 7pm in the Fellowship Center. 
 

For more information, contact Nancy Shirey at: 
 

410-465-6263 
        nshirey@cruiseone.com. 

http://www.daycenter.org/


Prayer Shawl Team  

Monday, April 4, 2016 

10:00 a.m. in the parlor  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Nursing Home Worship Service 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016  

10:30 a.m. departure 

            We return about 11:30 

     Meet at the church to carpool.    Please join us. 

Men’s Bible Study  
and Fellowship Group  

 

April 15.at 7:30  a.m. 
Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 

 
This is an informal group that will discuss the bible, 
pray, share stories and generally, have a good time 
while realizing that we are all chosen to do God’s 
work and spread his word. Future meetings will con-
tinue to be on the 3rd Friday of each month.  
 
For more information contact Jay Zumbrun at  
443-745-0737 or Pastor Mike at 410-465-2977. 
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Sewing Circle (Quilters) 

Can’t sew?  If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us! 

 
Monday, April 11, 2016 

9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall 

(downstairs) 

Spring is coming, and the next FFF 
(Food, Female, Fun) event will be 
Friday, April 15th at Cheryl Mason’s 
home. 
 

We’ll gather at 6pm for a delightful 
evening of food and fellowship.  

Please bring an appetizer and or an adult beverage.  
As always, all ladies are welcome, and encouraged to 
bring a friend who might not have been to a FFF 
event in the past.  Please let Cheryl know if you can 
attend.  (410-465-5408) 

FAITH AND FILM SERIES 

“Weapons of the Spirit” 
 

Wednesday, April 6, 2016 
 
As the Nazi war machine marched across Europe and Jews 
were rounded up and killed, a small town in France 
became an unlikely haven for the persecuted. The small 
village of Le Chambon-sur-Ligno, which was inhabited 
mostly by Huguenots (devout Protestants whose own 
history involved being persecuted), became a place where 
families took in 5,000  Jews and hid them in their houses 
and on their farms. The villagers risked their lives, and 
their bravery is evident in interviews with residents who 
recall the Nazis searching house to house for Jews in 
hiding. Produced by Pierre Sauvage, who was born in the 
village while his parents were being sheltered, this 
documentary is a moving look at ordinary people who 
performed extraordinary feats. What is perhaps most 
impressive is how the elderly villagers interviewed on 
camera seem to think what they did wasn’t very heroic at 
all, but rather a simple expression of their religious faith. It 
is humbling to hear them describe how it was impossible 
for them to do anything other than protect their fellow 
humans from great evil. Not Rated. 91 minutes. 

FAITH AND FILM SERIES 

“Babette’s Feast” 
 

Wednesday, April 27 
 

This international film classic is the story of a French 
housekeeper in a remote Danish village. She works for 
two sisters who live together, the daughters of a funda-
mentalist, now deceased, Lutheran minister and the rem-
nants of his sect. When Babette learns she has won a 
great deal of money, she decides to celebrate with a 
feast for the members of the sect. This feast provides the 
setting for the great contrasts the movie explores: absti-
nence versus indulgence, grace versus law, friendship 
versus suspicion, mercy versus righteousness. At the 
wonderful hospitality of Babette’s table, we experience 
not only great food but also the way that these contrasts 
might live in harmony. We experience the miracle that 
men and women might learn to dwell together in peace 
and love through the simple acts of giving, sacrifice, and 
the choice to enjoy life.   Rated G. 102 minutes. 



Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
 

Just as you rely upon receiving income on a regular basis, First Lutheran relies on your regular contributions.  We 
appreciate the efforts of congregation members to make consistent donations throughout the year—especially 
during popular winter and summer travel periods.  
 
Automating your financial commitments means your contributions will be received on a steady, uninterrupted 
basis.   
 
Please prayerfully consider electronic giving.   
 
To set up a recurring giving schedule, go to our website (www.firstlutheranec.org) and look for the “Simply Giv-
ing form” found under the “Most Popular” section on our home page or call the church office at 410-465-2977. 
Send your completed form to our Financial Secretary (Wade Wray) at the church office.  Questions, please email 
finsec@firstlutheranec.org. 

 
 
Deadline for articles and activities 
for the May issue of The Messenger 

is Friday, April 8, 2016.  
 

Please email Phylis@firstlutheranec.org and  
include the word “Messenger” in the subject 
line. 
 

Before planning an activity, don’t forget to 
check for conflicting events on our online  
calendar found on our website at 
www.firstlutheranec.org. and notify  
Erika@firstlutheranec.org to add it to the 
church calendar. 

First Lutheran’s after hours 
Medical Emergency  

Phone Number 
 

(for evenings and weekends only) 
 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977 
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Enjoying Wildlife 

Being around wildlife connects you with nature and gives you feelings of well-being.   
In order to continue enjoying the benefits of wildlife, it is important to fulfill God’s calling 
for us to care for wildlife.  This means not leaving food outdoors, improperly containing gar-
bage, or feeding wildlife except birds, since feeding wildlife often causes conflicts between 
people and wildlife.   

 
It also means keeping a safe distance between you and wildlife to avoid stressing wildlife.  This includes disturbing wild-
life homes or dens. Going near a fox or coyote den can disturb, stress, and even lessen their chances of survival.  Foxes 
and coyotes are necessary for a healthy ecosystem and to help reduce disease spread by dead animals.  Foxes and coy-
otes eat mostly rats, mice, ground hogs, voles, and berries.  Rarely do foxes or coyotes bite people or harm pets.  So it is 
important to keep foxes and coyotes around.    
Keep wildlife wild and enjoy!  

         Stacey Evans 



He has made everything beautiful in its time.  ( Ecc. 3:11) 

 

Calling all artists and  
craftspeople! 

 
First Lutheran’s Art Show was so well received two years 
ago that we’re doing it again – on Sunday, October 16. 
We’re currently in search of people who are willing to 
display samples of their handiwork in “God’s work. Our 
hands: Art in the Parish.” If you are a First Lutheran 

adult, male or female, and you enjoy 
painting or sculpture, woodworking, 
fabric crafts, needlework (knitting, 
crocheting, crewel, etc.), scrapbook-
ing, photography, jewelry making, 
crafts, bookmaking, flower arranging 
or any other art, please consider 
sharing your talents with the congre-
gation. 

 
All we’re asking for now is an expression of interest at 
flcartshow@gmail.com or 410.465.3520. Tell us your 
name, email address, phone number and type of art 
you’d like to display. We’ll email you a packet of detailed 
information, including a contract to sign if you decide to 
commit to participating. 
 
The deadline for expressing interest is Sunday, May 29 
(Memorial Day weekend), which will be here before you 
know it. New this year: an Orientation Meeting for all 
artists, to be held Sunday, June 5, your choice of 9:15 
a.m. or 11:45 a.m. 
 
The previous art show was so successful that we’re an-
ticipating lots of response. It will be staged again in the 
Fellowship Center, so space is limited. Artists will be ac-
cepted on a first-come, first-displayed basis, so let us 
know TODAY that you’re interested!  

(flcartshow@gmail.com or 410.465.3520) 
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Vacation Bible School  

Surf Shack (beach theme)  
 

June 20-24 
 

Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love at our Surf 
Shack VBS! Our VBS is open to all children 3 years 
old through 5th grade (must be 3 by June 15 and 
starting 5th grade in Fall 2016). VBS will take place 
from 9am-12pm. Registration Fee is $25/child with 
$50 max/family (checks payable to FLC). Registra-
tion deadline is June 12th. For Registration Forms, 
please check out our church website or see Lauren 
Gray.  

Semi—Annual  
Congregational Meeting 

 

May 22, 2016 
                         11:30 a.m. 

Election of new council members 
Approval of revised Church Constitution 

Baltimore Lutheran Campus Ministry  
 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
 

April 23rd 
6:00 p.m. 

Epiphany Lutheran Church 
4301 Raspe Ave., Baltimore, MD 21236 

 
$20/person (dinner included) 

Register as a team of up to 8 people 
(You can also register as a partial team) 

 
To sign up:  
Baltimore Lutheran Campus Ministry.org. 

Keep up with the latest news from First Lutheran 

To receive our weekly e-letters and church announcements 

through email, go to First Lutheran Church’s website at  
 

www.firstlutheranec.org and look for the button 

 
SIGN UP NOW  

 

Fill in your name and email address. 

That’s all there is to it!! 

mailto:flcartshow@gmail.com
mailto:flcartshow@gmail.com


PARISH REGISTER  

MEMORIAL GIFTS  

Baptism of: 
Amy Jean Marquart, born September 18, 2015, baptized March 13, 2016 
      Daughter of Kelly and Jeffrey Marquart 

 
David and Emily Roberts met in high school in Perry Hall, MD and were married three and ½ years 
ago. Emily is a graduate of Towson University and is employed as a math teacher at Marriott’s Ridge 
High School. Dave is a graduate of the University of Maryland and is employed as a civil engineer in 
Baltimore. They have been worshipping at First (at both the 8:00 and the 10:30 services) and look 
forward to joining in God’s ministry here at First. 
 
Paul Garrett German Jr. is a Certified Public Accountant who comes from an ecumenical back-
ground. He was baptized Presbyterian, worshiped at a Baptist Church, before joining Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Frederick. He grew up in the Parkville/Towson area in Baltimore County and 
loves sports and travel. He was introduced to First Lutheran by his friend, First Lutheran member 
Karen Smith. You will most likely see them together at the 10:30 worship service. 
 
Marilyn Jean Seashole is a Nurse Practitioner who loves to work in her garden and travel to histor-
ical sites. She also enjoys music, singing and cooking, in addition to being an avid reader. She grew 
up in Casa Grande, Arizona and Charleston, South Carolina. Also of ecumenical background, Marilyn 
was baptized Presbyterian, confirmed Lutheran and married in an Episcopalian church. She was a 
former member of First Lutheran before she moved away many years ago. Now that she is back, she 
has linked up with Health Ministry to help with blood pressure screenings on Sundays. 

General Memorial Fund    as of February 29, 2016 
In memory of 
  Donald Fleegle by: 
         Margarete Skroupa  Elinor and Bill Wells 
         Lorraine Peddicord   Betty Crandall 
         Sandy and Rich Funke  The Dorcas Circle 
         Garland and Martha Foreman 
 

  David Galloway by: 
         Ron and Nancy Galloway 
 

Special Music Fund 
In memory of Donald Fleegle by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 
 

Rev. Glenn and Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Eleanor Brokenhagen, Jenny James mother, by: 
       Tom and Carol Bzezinski 
       LeaAnn, Mike, Lauren, Emma and Sean Salisbury 
 
World Hunger 
In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Annette Hackner 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS RECEIVED ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2016 
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Please visit the website (www.signupgenius.com) or contact the office(flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org, 410.465.2977) to sign up. 

  April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 – ONE SERVICE May 1 

Readers 8:00 
10:30 

Mike Murphy 
Lynn Anderson 

Georgia DeNolfo 
Beth Fowler 

Lenny Bredthauer 
George Conklin 

Lynn Anderson 
Lenny Bredthaer 
Sandra French 

Assisting Ministers 8:00 
10:30 

Susan Garde 
Genny Hardesty 

Suzanne Brinkley 
Lynn Anderson 

Mike Murphy 
Genny Hardesty 

Tom Brzezinski 
Susan Garde 
Nancy Louia 

Acolytes 8:00 
10:30 

A. Arena, M. Cheruiyot 
B. Simmons, A. Unkenholz 

K. Baker, I. Stephen 
C. Wells, B. Wells 

J. Anuszewski, G. Albright 
R. Stanley, A. Cheung 

 
K. Schlichting, A. Mmari 
E. Jackson, Z. Steen 

Greeters 8:00 Paul Miller 
Betty Crandall 

Mary Segerson 
Irmgard Shifflett 

Gail Hikel 
Bertha Martin Doris Hauser 

Sandy Funke 

Mike, Peggy & 
    John Annuszewski 

 10:30 Helen Tyler 
Helen Wagner 

Doris Hall 
Rosemary Shafer 

Janice Oursler 
John Oursler 

Gail Tabeling 
Janet Romsaas 

Head Ushers 8:00 
10:30 

Bruce Mattheiss 
 

 
Jerry Kramer 

Terry Kay 
Greg Seen 

Brooke Thielemann 
Dean Layman 

Ushers 8:00 Tommy Witt 
Nancy Wiles 
 
 

Bill Harkins 
 

Jan Murphy 
Jim Murphy 
Betty Crandall 
Linda Kay Rich Funke 

Diane Schwarzman 

Tommy Witt 
Leslie Layman 
 

 10:30 Bill Harkins 
Mike Anderson 
 
 

Sharon Kramer 
 

Sally Seen 
Wayne Hoffman 
Bill Harkins 
Carol Brzezinski 

Carol Brzezinski 
 

Healing Prayers 8:00 
10:30 

Colleen Fowler 
Lynn Anderson 

Lauren Mueller 
Jan Ulrich 

Susan Garde 
Jay Zumbrun 

Anne Nix 
Michele Psoras 

Colleen Fowler 
Lynn Anderson 

Bread Pickup Friday Carol Stickel Doris Zucker Lisa Coster Carol Stickel Marian Bell 

Coffee Hour  Women of the ELCA Fowler Small Group Women of the ELCA Fellowship Property 

Altar Guild  Barbara Derreth team Michelle Wray team 

 
Schedule as of March 15, 2016 
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